November 25, 2020
Thanksgiving Eve
PRELUDE
DIALOGUE
God is our light and our salvation, our refuge and our stronghold.
From the rising of the sun to its setting, we praise your name, O God.
For with you is the fountain of life, and in your light we see light.
THANKSGIVING FOR LIGHT
The Lord be with you. And also with you.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. It is right to give our thanks and praise.
We give you thanks, O God, for in the beginning you called light into being, and you set
light in the sky to govern night and day. In a pillar of cloud by day and a pillar of fire by
night you led your people into freedom. Enlighten our darkness by the light of your
Christ: may your Word be a lamp to our feet and a light to our path; for you are
merciful, and you love your whole creation, and with all your creatures we give you
glory, through your Son Jesus Christ, in the unity of the Holy Spirit, now and forever.
Amen.
PSALM: Psalm 65
1
 You are to be praised, O | God, in Zion;
to you shall vows | be fulfilled.
2
 To you, the one | who answers prayer,
to you all | flesh shall come.
3
 Our sins are strong- | er than we are,
1

but you blot out | our transgressions.
 Happy are they whom you choose and draw to your | courts to dwell there!
They will be satisfied by the beauty of your house, by the holiness | of your
temple.
5
 Awesome things will you show us in your righteousness, O God of | our salvation,
O hope of all the ends of the earth and of the oceans | far away.
6
 You make firm the mountains | by your power;
you are girded a- | bout with might.
7
 You still the roaring | of the seas,
the roaring of their waves, and the clamor | of the peoples.
8
 Those who dwell at the ends of the earth will tremble at your | marvelous signs;
you make the dawn and the dusk to | sing for joy.
9
 You visit the earth and water it abundantly; you make it very plenteous; the river of
God
is | full of water.
You prepare the grain, for so you provide | for the earth.
10
 You drench the furrows and smooth | out the ridges;
with heavy rain you soften the ground and | bless its increase.
11
 You crown the year | with your goodness,
and your paths over- | flow with plenty.
12
 May the fields of the wilderness be | rich for grazing,
and the hills be | clothed with joy.
13
 May the meadows cover themselves with flocks, and the valleys cloak them- | selves
with grain;
let them shout for | joy and sing.
4

READING: Deuteronomy 8:7-18
7
For the Lord your God is bringing you into a good land, a land with flowing streams,
with springs and underground waters welling up in valleys and hills, 8 a land of wheat
and barley, of vines and fig trees and pomegranates, a land of olive trees and honey, 9 a
land where you may eat bread without scarcity, where you will lack nothing, a land
whose stones are iron and from whose hills you may mine copper. 10
 You shall eat your
fill and bless the Lord your God for the good land that he has given you.
11
 Take care that you do not forget the Lord your God, by failing to keep his
commandments, his ordinances, and his statutes, which I am commanding you today.
2

When you have eaten your fill and have built fine houses and live in them, 13
 and when
your herds and flocks have multiplied, and your silver and gold is multiplied, and all
that you have is multiplied, 14
 then do not exalt yourself, forgetting the Lord your God,
who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery, 15
 who led you
through the great and terrible wilderness, an arid wasteland with poisonous snakes
and scorpions. He made water flow for you from flint rock, 16
 and fed you in the
wilderness with manna that your ancestors did not know, to humble you and to test
you, and in the end to do you good. 17
 Do not say to yourself, “My power and the might of
my own hand have gotten me this wealth.” 18
 But remember the Lord your God, for it is
he who gives you power to get wealth, so that he may confirm his covenant that he
swore to your ancestors, as he is doing today.
12

The Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
HOMILY
For the Beauty of the Earth (ELW 879)

HYMN OF THE DAY
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PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Longing for Christ’s reign to come among us, we pray for the outpouring of God’s power
on the church, the world, and all in need.
A brief silence.
Gracious God, you send from your abundance the people, talents, and resources needed
for all the ministries of your church. We give thanks for the work you have
accomplished through your people, and we pray for your continued blessings in our
ministry together (specific ministries could be named). Hear us, O God. Your mercy is
great.
Bountiful God, you feed us through the richness of the land, water, sunlight, and ample
crops. Bless all those who cultivate the land to bring forth its bounty, especially farmers
and migrant workers. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Merciful God, you order our lives by your providence. We give you thanks for laws,
infrastructure, and leadership that structure and support our human endeavors. Align
our purposes with your own, that all our undertakings might bring you glory. Hear us,
O God. Your mercy is great.
Loving God, you open our hearts in compassion for one another. We give you thanks for
the care and healing received through the hands and feet of your servants. Send us to
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love those most in need of your mercy (especially). Hear us, O God. Your mercy is
great.
Hospitable God, you connect and strengthen us through meals and conversation with
family and friends. In this time of thanksgiving, steer us from passive receiving to active
response, from old quarrels to reconciliation, and from overconsumption to true
gratitude. Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Eternal God, we give thanks for the love and care we have received from saints who
have gone before us. By their example, enrich the generosity of our witness to others.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Receive our prayers in the name of Jesus Christ our Savior, until that day when you
gather all creation around your throne where you will reign forever and ever. Amen.
Now Thank We All Our God (ELW 840)

CANTICLE OF THANKSGIVING
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THANKSGIVING FOR THE WORD
Glory to you, O God, for your creative Word: making and mending all things, evoking
the cosmic hymn of praise, and singing a love-song for your beloved: your vineyard,
your flock, your people. With all creation we sing, Glory! Glory!
Blessed are you for your liberating Word: speaking through Moses and the prophets,
encountered in the Gospels, and proclaimed in the assembly: your freedom,
forgiveness, and life for the world. With the whole world we say, Blessing! Blessing!
Holy are you, O God, for your living Word: among us wherever we gather, welcoming
everyone to your feast, and, with grace and generosity, bringing to earth the kingdom
of heaven. With saints and angels, we cry, Holy! Holy!
Clothe us in your loving Spirit, flowing from the Crucified and Risen One, and keep us
awake to your presence in the people and places you call us to serve. Glory, praise, and
blessing are yours, Holy God, now and forever. Amen. Amen
6

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us. Our father, who art
in heaven, Hallowed be thy name.Thy kingdom come, thy will be done, On earth
as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread, And forgive us our trespasses,
As we forgive those who trespass against us. Lead us not into temptation, but
deliver us from evil For thine is the kingdom, the power, and the glory. Forever
and ever. Amen.
BLESSING
Let us bless the Lord. Thanks be to God.
The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep our hearts and our minds in
Christ Jesus. Amen.
The greeting of peace may be shared by all.
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